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Class Project: 10 Second Short Film

In this hands-on filmmaking class, you’ll create your own ten-second short film
from start to finish. The class project is simple yet deeply transformative: shoot a
ten-second film, learn core filmmaking skills, and then remake your film at the end
to see how much you’ve grown. You’ll explore storytelling, screenwriting, directing,
cinematography, editing, and sound—all while staying within the tight discipline of
ten seconds.

Rather than starting with a fixed idea, you’ll begin by filming what catches your
interest. This playful approach to inspiration sets the tone for the class. Through
guided lessons, example films, and supportive feedback, you’ll gradually refine
your vision. You’ll need a camera (a phone works too—just use the rear camera), a
computer for editing, and if possible, a microphone or notebook.



Precision matters: your film must hit exactly 10 seconds to the frame, reinforcing
professional timing and focus. Students are encouraged to share their projects and
leave reviews, helping build a global community of emerging filmmakers. Whether
it’s your first film or a fresh challenge, this course invites you to rediscover your
voice—ten seconds at a time.

Preparation: The Quiet Before The Story

Before diving into the technical aspects of filmmaking, this warm-up lesson invites
you to pause, breathe, and approach your creative process with a relaxed, playful
mindset. Filmmaking can feel intimidating—especially when we’re confronted with
our own reflections and ideas—but this class begins by stripping away pressure and
encouraging gentle curiosity.



Captured outdoors with a simple camera setup and a phone for backup audio, this
lesson reminds us that filmmaking doesn’t require perfection—it requires presence.
You don’t need expensive gear to begin. What matters is your openness to
experiment and your willingness to see beauty in simplicity.

The lesson emphasizes that filmmaking isn’t about rigid rules. It’s more like
learning to sketch basic shapes before drawing your own wild banana—or maybe
your own cinematic rainbow. In that sense, this course is structured to give you
foundational tools, not formulas.

This gentle introduction is your invitation to enjoy the process. To play. To be kind to
your creativity. Take this moment of calm before the work begins, and let it center
you as we move into exploring your ideas in the next lesson.

Finding Your Idea By Doing

In this lesson, we shift away from traditional brainstorming and embrace a more
instinctive, action-first approach to creativity. Instead of sitting down and
overthinking your idea, you’re encouraged to grab a camera—whether it’s a phone
or a DSLR—and start filming. Let movement and intuition guide you. Your body and
hands often know more than your mind when it comes to discovery.

This ten-second filmmaking mindset flips the usual order: we film first, then reflect.
It’s about taking imperfect action before intellectualizing your process. Even if your
footage feels unremarkable at first, keep filming. The idea often emerges only after
the act of doing. That small spark of “this feels interesting” is all you need to begin.



This method not only kickstarts your creative flow but also serves as a form of
meditation—connecting you with your environment and inner rhythm. Whether
you’re walking through nature or filming in your kitchen, this exercise is more about
exploration than production. It’s not about getting it right; it’s about discovering
what matters to you. Let filmmaking become an act of playful practice. Ideas will
follow.

Theme: The Invisible Force Behind Your Film

In this lesson, we explore the idea of theme—an often overlooked yet profoundly
powerful storytelling tool. Theme might sound abstract or even pretentious at first,
but it’s what gives your film emotional resonance and unity. It’s the quiet force that
threads everything together, often revealing itself only after you’ve begun filming.

Rather than forcing a theme upfront, this class encourages you to let it emerge
organically. Much like our 10-second film format, you may not know why you’re
shooting a moment until later. And that’s okay. When you do begin to sense your
theme—whether it’s injustice, isolation, or healing—it becomes your compass. It
energizes you, connects the project to your core values, and subtly guides every
creative decision, from lighting and framing to editing and sound.



For instance, if your theme is injustice, you might use shadows in your visuals to
suggest what’s hidden or unjust. Characters might feel isolated in the frame. The
editing rhythm might slow to reflect heaviness or tension. When you connect to a
meaningful theme, your work gains purpose—and your audience feels it.

Theme isn’t a rule. It’s your magic wand.

The Three-Act Structure in Just Ten Seconds

In this lesson, we explore how the classic three-act structure—beginning, middle,
and end—can apply even to a ten-second film. While it may seem too short to carry
narrative weight, ten seconds is surprisingly enough to practice storytelling
fundamentals in miniature.

You’re not required to plan the structure in advance. Instead, the shape of your
story will often emerge after filming. This reversed process reflects the core
philosophy of the class: act first, reflect later. A single shot, like a bench in a park,
can evoke a full narrative through simplicity. The audience fills in the blanks—where
they’ve sat, what’s happened there—transforming a static moment into a layered
story.

Filming these small moments helps train your intuition for pacing and emotional
progression. Each ten-second attempt is a microstep toward more complex
projects. Though filmmaking isn’t always linear, practicing this clean, simple
storytelling method lays a strong foundation for future work.

The lesson encourages you to trust the process. Even if it feels ambiguous or silly,
the structure and meaning will emerge. In the next phase of the course, you’ll begin
filming your first version—or several versions—of your ten-second film.

Make Your First Ten-Second Film

This lesson is your official green light: it’s time to create your first ten-second film.
There are no strict rules on how many shots to include—your film can have one long
shot, two, three, or even up to five. What matters is clarity. Does your idea come
across? The best way to know is to make it, watch it, and share it with someone.



Sound plays a crucial but often overlooked role. It’s like a hidden shot—an invisible
glue that holds everything together. Whether your visuals move quickly or slowly,
the right sound can shape how time feels. It can soften cuts, guide emotion, and
add richness to even the briefest story. Think of it as an embrace around your film.

Despite its short length, making a ten-second film can be deceptively difficult. The
simplicity challenges you to be clear, precise, and emotionally resonant in a tiny
space of time. But that challenge is also where the magic lies. Filmmaking,
especially in small doses, builds confidence and creativity.

So pick up your camera, don’t overthink it, and take the first bold step. You’re
officially in production now.

Film Directing: Precision, Playfulness, and Trusting Your Instincts

In this lesson, we focus on the unique approach to directing your ten-second film.
The strict ten-second limit isn’t just a technical boundary—it’s a creative discipline.
Filmmaking often begins with big, unruly ideas. This format teaches you to shape
those ideas with precision and control, giving form to the abstract.

As the director of your short film, you’re wearing many hats—producer,
cinematographer, and author. This compressed format lets you rehearse and refine
your directing instincts without the overwhelm of longer projects. You can try, test,
fail, and adjust—quickly and often.

Directing is both technical and emotional. It’s about organization and listening, but
also about trusting your gut and valuing artistic mistakes. Missteps aren’t failures—
they’re often where creativity lives. You’re encouraged to embrace your weirdest
ideas and follow through with care and politeness. That respect—for others, and for
your own process—makes room for bold choices.

Lastly, good directing is about connection. See through the eyes of a child. Feel your
film physically—smell it, sense it, be in it. That’s the intangible magic of direction.

Visual Style: Let the Camera Speak



This lesson invites you to explore the visual language of your ten-second film. Using
a blend of tripod and handheld shots, the instructor shares an example sci-fi short
created specifically for this class, highlighting how style choices—even in brief films
—can evoke tone and emotion.

Cinematography is about more than beautiful images; it’s about intention. Film is a
limited medium—the camera can’t move like the human eye—so every movement
counts. Whether you choose a still frame or a sweeping handheld shot, consistency
matters. If you begin handheld, stick with that feel. If you’re using a tripod, commit.
Changing movement styles without purpose can distract the viewer and dilute your
message.

Your visual choices should be guided by the theme and mood of your story.
Cinematic style is not just planned; it’s felt. Practicing with your camera—like
filming branches in sunlight or catching birds in motion—helps sharpen that
instinct.

This hands-on lesson also includes live demonstrations with a Lumix S9 and
iPhone, reminding you to never use the front-facing phone camera for actual films.
Up next, we’ll dive into lighting techniques to enhance your visuals with depth and
emotion.

Lighting: The Hidden Power Behind Every Frame

In this lesson, we explore simple yet effective ways to improve your film’s lighting—
one of the most overlooked tools in low-budget filmmaking. You don’t need fancy
gear; awareness is your best asset. The main takeaway? Light changes everything.

Whether you’re filming with a phone or a camera, always consider your light
sources. Natural daylight is your greatest ally—it instantly upgrades image quality
and reduces grain. Indoors, move closer to a window or use a lamp to shape your
light. Even a curtain or a dark object can help create contrast and dimension.

Two basic lighting styles are introduced:

1.  Flat Lighting: Even, shadow-free, and clean—great for clarity 
and simplicity.
2.  Split Lighting: One side lit, one side in shadow—adds mood, 
mystery, and depth.



Using simple demos, the instructor shows how small shifts in lighting—like placing a
backlight or using a curtain—can transform a scene’s emotion and clarity. Even if
you’re not a lighting expert, just noticing where the light comes from (and how to
work with it) can elevate your work dramatically.

Ultimately, filmmaking is about seeing. And seeing starts with light.

Edit & Sound Demonstration

In the next lessons, I’ll walk you through how I edit two different ten-second short
films. You’ll see the process unfold in real time as I use DaVinci Resolve and Final
Cut Pro—so it’s like you’re right there, watching over my shoulder as I make each
creative decision.

Remake Your Film

Once you’ve finished all the lessons, it’s your turn to revisit your work. Choose one
of your ten-second films and remake it using everything you’ve learned—from
theme and visual style to editing and sound.

When you’re done, don’t forget to share your film in the class projects and leave a
review. Your work—and your feedback—helps keep this creative space alive. Thank
you so much for being here.



Visit my website for free creative resources:
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